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The attached re port/, of the second meeting of the JIC 
intelligence exchange session shows pretty well how this 
institution is developing and raises serious questions. I 
agree with Mr. Barnard that State bears by far the larger 
part of the burden, and the practical result of the meet- 
ings is that service agencies obtain information from us 
without our gaining any return worth speaking of. Secondly, 
since all the other members have to do is think up questions 
while we have to provide the answers, the burden upon us 
naturally becomes very great. For the coming week, to meet 
all the desires of the other participants we should have to 
send at least three members on different subjects, and if 
further requests are notified to us, we should require even 
more. 

The difficulty from our own internal point of view Is 
that we have as yet no central point at which personnel can 
summarize the knowledge of the organization. We simply are 
not designed organizationally for this kind of work - though 
at a later date we would hope that an increased planning 
section in ICC would be able to cover most of the ground. 

We are wondering whether, in view of this internal diffi- 
culty, we should not argue on the basis of the very poor 
profits to be gained from these meetings, that they are in- 
appropriate, and might be discontinued. An alternative, of 
course, would be to think up an in-going series of questions 
which we might put to the service agencies. This, we suspect, 
would have a shattering effect upon the whole institution of 
the Joint sessions.’ 


l£ay we consult with you at the earliest moment to settle 
plans, for the next meeting is already Just around the corner. 


— At t achmeftfc-1 — 
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On November 19, in Room 4259 of Hew War Department Building, memberti 
of State, War, Navy and Air Intelligence agencies held a second meeting 
under JIC auspice* for informal discussion of topics of nutual interest* 


The meeting opened with a statement by -Capt* Lang (Office of the Chief 
of Naval Operations), in which, he attempted to olarily the Navy's position 
in these sessions* The Navy, he said, did not intend to come eaoh time with 
a prepared tcpio for presentation, but rather with questions oonoeming trends 
noticed during the week on which the Navy would like the other agenoies' views. 
The first of these questions concerned the British moving their last Mediter- 
ranean bases to East Africa centering around Mombasa* According to Navy 
sources, this suggestion has now reached the Cabinet level for deoision and 
is being pushed by high British Amy circles over opposition by the British 
Navy. 


State Department, having no British Empire or Middle Sait expert at 
the meeting declined to comment* Col* McClane, Executive Officer for 
Col. Ennis, Chief of IG, said that the Amy was studying the feasibility 
of the British plan and had noted the general lack of c ommunic a t i on 
facilities* Except for an East-West road in the Cameroon*, and. of course 
the water, these were exceptionally bad. Amy (ID) then mentioned that 
the British sight be planning to consolidate a defense position in East 
Africa because of rumored uranium deposits in that area* ID, however, doubted 
that there would ce any real abandonment of the Mediterranean area, although 
the Sudan was known to be favored by the lower echelons of idle British Amy 
command* 

A carry-over topic for the next meeting emerged from this discussion 
in that both the Army end Navy representatives were desirous of knowing 
State* s views on the political pressures for and against establisbnent of 
an Empire defense system in this area* 

The Nary's second question concerned the ability of tbs French CP " 
to take over the government of France* State noted this for o on* id era. tier 
at the next meeting* The Amy had no c omm e n t* 

The Navy’s final question raised the issue of the validity of OS 
information on the Russian oil position* According to the S R vy, a highly- 
placed British source had stated that the BVitish felt vexy shaky in their 
estimates on this subject* This fact had led the Navy to wonder whether 
our own Russian oil studies should not be reexamined* I was able to inform 
Capt. Phelan of ONI that such a reexamination was in process end that the 
results thereof would be made available to him on completion* 

Discussion on these Navy questions was necessarily limited as Navy had 
not informed the other two agencies in advance . It was agreed that advanco 
notification would be given in the future* 


UNCLASSIFIED ^ 


Mr. Nelson, Chief of the Koroim Section of DRF (State), next took 
the floor with a review of the Koreen situation which was State's carry- 
over topic from the previous meeting. The gist of Mr. Nelson's talk 
was that the Korean situation was not bright, but that Soviet domination 
of all Korea was not a foregone conclusion* His talk closely paralleled 
an article on the same subject in the "Weekly Review* of November 7. 

At its conclusion Col. liaison, who spoke on this topio at the previous 
meeting, asked Mr. Nelson his opinion 'of the alleged CP pirn to dominate 
Korea. Ur. Nelson said he had heard of it, but that he doubted the 
Commnistv' chances of success. Copt. Phelan then asked what the chsnces 
were of our building a resistance in the South strong enough to with- 
stand Russian pressure from the North. Mr. Nelson replied that, in 
his opinion, the ohanoes for so doing were good, but that it was too 
early to nay whether or not we had already done so. He added that h* 
assumed the Navy meant pressure short of Russian military occupation. 
When questioned about the presence of members of the Communist 8th Route 
Ars*y in North Korea, Mr. Nelson said that there were reports to that 
effect, but that if the Chinese were there, they would be less welcome 
to the Koreans than the Russians. 


Miss Clare Holt, Chief of the Paclfio Islmds Section of DRF, then 
spoke on State's prearranged topio for -the day which was a review of 
the situation in. the NEI — a subject whioh had been covered extensively 
in the New York Times of that morning. In the question period following 
Miss Holt's talk. Col. Booth of JIC asked whether or not in her opinion 
the proposed agreement between the Republic of Indonesia and the Nether- 
lands Government met the Indonesian peoples' desire for self-determina- 
tion. Miss Holt replied that there was no oomplete secession provision 
in "the agreement and that therefore theoretically it did not. Col. Booth 
then asked if the agreement would be attacked by Russia as another 
imperialist trick. Miss Holt said that that would be difficult if the 
agreement were signed by as rabid a nationalist as Soekamo. The chief 
stumbling blook to amicable relations in the NEI was the attitude of 
the Dutch troops many of whoa were "trigger happy .* The Navy then asked 
what she thought of morale in the Netherlands with regard to military 
service In the NEI. Miss Holt replied that service in tho Indies was 
attractive to people in the Netherlands because of the comparatively 
higher standard of living at the present tine. On the other hand, she 
said, the Dutch youth who fought in the underground against the Nazis 
might question the validity of any suppressive motion they might be 
called upon to perform. Hhen asked about opposition to the agreement 
in the Netherlands, Mias Holt said that the conservatives were against 
it and that a political storm was brewing, tut that it would probably 
be ratified by a majority. The conservatives were against it, she said, 
for traditional reasons which was a desire to protect their invest- 

ments. Wien asked if the Indonesian Republic was desirous of encouraging 
independent foreign economic relations. Miss Holt said definitely yes 
and that future intelligence planning should envision a study on the 
pros and oons of this issue. 





The Intelligence Division's topio for discussion was the situation 
on the northern Greek border. Col. LIcDowell of ID said that he felt the 
Soviets wanted Greece ^nd that he would like to have the other agendas r 
views on the strength of the pro-communist forces in the north of Greeoe. 
XCD been informed that the Amy would speak on Greeoe « but had been 
unable to obtain a Greek expert from DRE. This subject, therefore, also 
was noted as a carry-over for next week. Capt. Lang’s view on the Greek 
situation was that he felt the reports were exaggerated. Col. McDowell 
did not think they were* 

To summarise the carry-over topics for State coverage at the next 
meeting, these are (1) The ability of the French CP to take over the 
Government; (Z) the political pressures for and against establishment 
of an Empire Defense system in East Africa; and (3) the extent of pro- 
Connunist forces in Northern Greece. 

If, in addition, the Army and Navy inform State in advance of 
several other questions that occur to them during the week, and if 
we produce another '’hot" topic, the council chamber will be overflowing. 
On the other hand, it can be seen from the foregoing questions that they 
cover a wide variety of areas and, to do them Justice in answering 
requires considerable expertise in each field. These meetings, of 
course, are still in the preliminary stage and the chances are that the 
number of questions will diminish when these initial topics of obviously 
continuing interest have been treated. The gain to State of these meet in 
is s m all, coming as it does largely thru what can be picked up ol* the 
other agencies' frames of mind in discussion. State, however, must be 
of considerable service to them since the questions to date have been 
almo st exclusively political, and State’s role has been virtually that 
of the final court of appeal. 



